
How early is early 
Weaning

• Early weaning is typically applied when calves are 
45 to 150 days of age. ( compared to traditional 
180 to 220 days at weaning)
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Early weaning can improve cow’s body condition



Feed costs
$1.28/day/calf
$1.18/day/calf
$1.26/day/calf

2 lbs. per day gainLabor .20/day/calf
Yardage .25/day/calf

Total costs per day per calf 
$1.73/day/calf
$1.63/day/calf
$1.71/day/calf



Feed $1.11 per day per calf

2 lbs. per day gain

Labor .20/day/calf
Yardage .25/day/calf
Total $1.56/day/calf



Advantages of Early Weaning

• Dams of early weaned calves should be in better condition at calving 
and cycle earlier during the next breeding season.
• Calves can be fed to grow to their genetic potential.
• Early weaning maybe the key to more efficient feed utilization during 

times of drought or other periods of feed shortage.
• Early weaned calves are very efficient at converting feed to gain.



Advantages of Early Weaned Calves (Cont.)

• Early Weaning permits more cows to be carried on a limited forage 
supply. (increase approximately ½ day of grazing per cow)
• If calves are weaned before or early in the breeding season, 

pregnancy rates will be greater for thin cows.
• High percentage of early weaned calves have been shown to achieve 

a USDA Quality Grade of Average Choice or better.
• Fits fall calving herds when grazed resources are limited



Disadvantages of Early Weaning 

• Excellent calf nutrition and management is required.
• More labor is necessary.
• The facilities and feed must be available for small calves.
• Calves spend a lot of time in a dry lot prior to slaughter.
• If you have developed a cow herd that has above average milk output, 

the potential increase in weaning weights through milk production is 
not realized.
• Information on dam performance from production records will be of 

limited use.
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LRP ≥ 599 lbs. Steer Prices for 6/05/23

$265.95 $268.96 $272.19 $271.07 $270.70 $272.46 $272.74 $273.14 

$5.57 $6.41 $7.61 $7.82 $7.61 $7.82 $8.16 $9.53

260.38 262.55 264.58 263.25 263.09 264.64 264.58 263.61
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09/04/23 10/02/23 10/30/23 12/04/23 1/1/24 1/29/24 3/4/24 4/1/24

LRP Target Ending Weight 0-599 lbs.

0 - 599 lbs. premium/cwt price - premium

Contracts expire 9:00 AM the following day



LRP ≥ 599 lbs. Steer Prices for 6/05/23

Date 0 – 599 lbs. Premium /cwt Contract price - premium

09/04/23 $265.95 $5.57 $260.38

10/02/23 $268.96 $6.41 $262.55

10/30/23 $272.74 $7.61 $263.25

12/04/23 $271.07 $7.82 $263.25

01/01/24 $270.70 $8.61 $262.09

01/29/24 $272.46 $9.53 $262.93

03/04/24 $272.74 $9.95 $262.79

04/01/24 $273.14 $10.14 $263.00

Contracts expire 9:00 AM the following day



LRP ≥ 599 lbs. Heifer Prices for 6/05/23

Date 0-599 lbs. Premium/CWT Contract price - premium

09/04/23 $241.78 $5.06 $236.72

10/02/23 $244.51 $5.83 $238.68

10/30/23 $247.44 $6.91 $240.53

12/04/23 $246.43 $7.11 $239.32

01/01/24 $246.09 $7.41 $238.63

01/29/24 $247.69 $8.67 $239.02

03/04/24 $247.95 $9.05 $238.90

04/01/24 $248.31 $9.22 $239.09

Contracts expire 9:00 AM the following day



LRP 600-899 lbs. Steer Prices for 6/05/23

Date 0 – 599 lbs. Premium /cwt Contract price - 
premium

09/04/23 $241.78 $5.06 $236.72

10/02/23 $244.51 $5.83 $238.68

10/30/23 $247.44 $6.91 $240.53

12/04/23 $246.43 $7.11 $239.32

01/01/24 $246.09 $7.41 $238.68

01/29/24 $247.69 $8.67 $239.02

03/04/24 $247.95 $9.05 $238.90

04/01/24 $248.31 $9.22 $239.09

Contracts expire 9:00 AM the following day



LRP 600-899 lbs. Heifer Prices for 6/05/23

Date 0-599 lbs. Premium/cwt Contract Price - premium

09/04/23 $217.60 $4.56 $213.04

10/02/23 $220.06 $5.25 $214.81

10/30/23 $222.70 $6.22 $216.48

12/04/23 $221.79 $6.40 $215.39

01/01/24 $221.48 $6.67 $214.81

01/29/24 $222.92 $7.80 $215.12

03/04/24 $223.15 $8.14 $215.01

04/01/24 $223.48 $8.30 $215.18

Contracts expire 9:00 AM the following day









For more information

• https://beef.unl.edu
• https://beef.unl.edu/beefwatch/2021/managing-early-weaned-

calves.edu/cattleproduction/earlyweaning 
• https://beef.unl.edu/beefreports/symp-2007-11-xx.shtml 
• https://extensionpublications.unl.edu/assets/pdf/g2047.pdf 
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Thanks for your time!
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